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Abstract: 

This research article examines the intersections of identity in Jhumpa Lahiri's 

novel‘The Namesake,’ focusing on the protagonist Gogol Ganguli's journey from 

Calcutta to Cambridge. The study explores how Gogol's struggle with his name and 

cultural heritage reflects the broader immigrant experience of balancing dual 

identities. Initially rejecting his Bengali roots, Gogol adopts the name Nikhil to 

assimilate into American society. However, following his father's death, he 

reconnects with his heritage and embraces his cultural identity. The study highlights 

the universal challenges immigrants face in reconciling their ancestral past with their 

present lives. Through Gogol's experiences, the novel addresses cultural dislocation, 

familial expectations, and the search for self-identity. The article concludes that 

Lahiri's portrayal of Gogol's transformation underscores the complex nature of 

identity formation among second-generation immigrants, emphasizing the 

importance of cultural heritage in shaping one's sense of self. The intersections of 

identity in ‘The Namesake’ offer a subtle understanding of the immigrant experience, 

resonating with readers from diverse backgrounds. 

 

 

Keywords: Cultural heritage, self-discovery, identity formation, assimilation, 

immigrant experience.  

 

 Introduction 

Jhumpa Lahiri is an acclaimed author known for her insightful and poignant 

exploration of the Indian-American experience. Born in London in 1967 to Bengali 

parents and raised in the United States, Lahiri's background significantly influences 

her writing, often delving into themes of identity, cultural dislocation, and the 

immigrant experience. Lahiri's debut collection of short stories, 'Interpreter of 

Maladies,' won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 2000. The stories primarily explore 

the lives of Indian immigrants and their struggles with cultural identity and 

displacement. Published in 2003, ‘The Namesake’ tells the poignant story of Gogol 

Ganguli, a first-generation Indian-American navigating the complexities of his dual 

identity. The primary purpose of this study is to examine the intricate and overlapping 
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identities portrayed. At the same time, the study tries to explore the ethnic identity of 

Gogol, which is influenced by Bengali heritage. Simultaneously, the study examines 

the intergenerational conflicts and synergies between Gogol and his parents, 

highlighting how different generations within the immigrant family perceive and 

manage their cultural and national identities. As Michell V says, “Intersectionality 

refers to the interconnected nature of social categorizations like race, gender, class, 

and sexuality, and how they overlap and intersect to create unique experiences of 

discrimination and privilege” (Michell, 2024). The research aims to illuminate how 

these intersecting identities shape their experiences, relationships, and sense of se by 

focusing on the protagonist, Gogol Ganguli, and his family. 

 

The narrative begins with the arranged marriage of Ashoke and Ashima 

Ganguli, who move from Calcutta (now Kolkata), India, to Cambridge, 

Massachusetts. Ashima struggles with homesickness and adapting to American 

culture, while Ashoke pursues a career in academia. The couple names their son 

Gogol, after the Russian writer Nikolai Gogol, a decision that profoundly impacts his 

life. The novel explores Gogol's struggles with his unusual name, which he perceives 

as a burden and a symbol of his cultural heritage that sets him apart from his American 

peers. Throughout the story, Gogol grapples with his parents' expectations, the pull 

of his Bengali heritage, and his desire to assimilate into American society. As Gogol 

grows older, he changes his name to Nikhil to forge a new identity. The narrative 

follows his journey through adolescence and adulthood, his romantic relationships, 

and his evolving understanding of his cultural roots. The death of his father and a trip 

to India become pivotal moments that lead him to a deeper appreciation of his heritage 

and his parents' sacrifices. 

Research Objectives 

To articulate how ethnic identity is constructed and negotiated by Gogol and 

his family within the American cultural milieu.  

The purpose of this study is to analyze the impact of national identity on the 

characters' sense of belonging and self-perception, particularly in the context of the 

immigrant experience. 

 

To explore generational dynamics and conflicts, understanding how different 

generations within the immigrant family manage their cultural identities.  

By focusing on these objectives, the study aims to offer a comprehensive analysis of 

the novel's multifaceted identities and contribute to a deeper understanding of the 

immigrant experience as depicted in contemporary literature. 

 

Methodology 

This research employs a qualitative methodology, integrating literary 

analysis with thematic examination to explore the intersections of identity in the 

novel. The primary source for this study is the novel itself, supplemented by 
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secondary sources such as scholarly articles, literary critiques, and interviews with 

the author.  

Firstly, a close reading of the text is conducted to identify critical moments 

that highlight Gogol Ganguli's struggle with his cultural identity. This involves 

analyzing character development, dialogue, and narrative structure to understand how 

these elements contribute to the overarching theme of identity formation. Secondly, 

thematic analysis is employed to categorize and interpret the recurrent themes related 

to the immigrant experience, such as cultural dislocation, assimilation, and self-

discovery. This includes examining how Lahiri portrays second-generation 

immigrants' internal and external conflicts. 

Additionally, comparative analysis draws parallels between Gogol's 

experiences and broader patterns in immigrant literature. This involves referencing 

academic papers and critiques that discuss similar themes in other literary works, 

thereby situating ‘The Namesake’ within a larger literary and cultural context. 

Finally, the research incorporates insights from sociological and psychological 

theories on identity and migration to provide a multidimensional understanding of 

Gogol's journey. By combining literary analysis with interdisciplinary perspectives, 

this methodology comprehensively explores identity intersections in 'The Namesake.' 

Analysis  

Exploration of how Gogol/Nikhil's ethnic identity shapes his experiences and 

worldview. 

Gogol Ganguli, the protagonist of Lahiri's ‘The Namesake,’ experiences a 

profound struggle with his ethnic identity, which significantly shapes his worldview 

and life choices. His journey from childhood to adulthood is marked by a continuous 

negotiation between his Bengali heritage and the American culture in which he was 

raised. From a young age, Gogol feels the weight of his ethnic identity, beginning 

with his unique name. The name ‘Gogol,’ chosen by his father in honor of the Russian 

writer, symbolizes his cultural displacement. As per the observations of Phinney et 

al., an essential issue for immigrant-receiving countries and immigrant families is 

how children from these families adapt to schools in their new society. School 

adjustment is generally regarded as children's and adolescents' primary sociocultural 

and developmental tasks. (Phinney et al., 2001) At school, Gogol experienced the 

same challenge as he was acutely aware of his differences from his peers, which led 

to feelings of alienation and embarrassment about his Bengali background.   

Gogol’s struggle for assimilation is seen in his attempts to fit in with his 

American peers, who often have disdistanceithemselvesc roots. Luma Simms opines 

that the cords of attachment to family, one's religious home, and community, as they 

are strengthened, weakened, or exchanged during one's lifetime, make up one's 

identity. With them, it is easier, if possible, to answer the big questions. (Simms, 
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2018) He struggles in the same way with the cords of his attachment. He resents the 

cultural practices and traditions upheld by his parents, viewing them as impediments 

to his desire for acceptance and normalcy in American society. Gogol's reluctance to 

participate in traditional Bengali celebrations and his embarrassment about his 

parents' accents and customs illustrate his internal conflict and desire for assimilation.  

Gogol introduces himself as ‘Nikhil’ in college, experiencing a newfound 

sense of confidence and acceptance, yet he remains internally conflicted about his 

true identity. This is the standard issue with the second generation of immigrants, as 

observed by Ullah, who says that the generational and gendered identities of second-

generation people in the diaspora reflect a complex interplay between the cultural 

heritage of their immigrant parents, the values of the host society, and their own 

experiences that shape a nuanced understanding of identity at the intersection of 

generational and gendered dynamics. (Ullah, 2024) This name change and identity 

reconstruction represent his attempt to shed the cultural baggage associated with his 

birth name and reinvent himself as a more assimilated and accepted individual in 

American society. Confronting Eastern and Western traditions about naming 

provides a critical reassessment of the expectations surrounding the collective 

significance of the act of naming as opposed to the personal experience of being given 

a name. (Král, 2013) Gogol's romantic relationships further reveal his complex 

relationship with his ethnic identity. His relationships with Maxine, an American 

woman, and later with Moushumi, a Bengali American, highlight his acceptance and 

rejection of his cultural heritage. With Maxine, Gogol embraces an American 

lifestyle, distancing himself from his family and cultural roots. In contrast, his 

marriage to Moushumi brings him back to his Bengali identity, but the relationship is 

fraught with cultural and personal challenges. 

According to Spencer and Markstrom, identity development is a complex 

task for all youths; it is particularly complicated for children and adolescents 

belonging to ethnic and racial minority groups in the United States.(Spencer & 

Markstrom-Adams, 1990) In the case of Gogol, adulthood is seen as the turning point 

in the form of reconciliation and cultural reconnection. The death of his father, 

Ashoke, serves as a turning point in his journey of ethnic identity. This loss prompts 

Gogol to reconnect with his Bengali heritage and reevaluate the significance of his 

family's cultural practices and values. This renewed participation in Bengali rituals 

and his growing appreciation for his parents' sacrifices reflect his gradual 

reconciliation with his ethnic identity. By the novel's end, Gogol reaches a more 

nuanced understanding and acceptance of his ethnic identity. He recognizes the 

importance of his cultural roots and their role in shaping his identity, even as he 

navigates his life in America. He remembers the page crumbling beneath his fingers, 

the lines of Gogol's story rising as if they were his own. And then he thinks of his 

father's words – the thing he will never forget: 'We all came out of Gogol’s overcoat.’ 

(Lahiri, 2019) His decision to keep his father's copy of Nikolai Gogol's book 
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symbolizes his acceptance of his dual heritage and the blending of his Bengali and 

American identities.  

In this way, ethnic identity profoundly influences his experiences, 

relationships, and worldview. Differences in language skills, cultural values, and 

generational expectations can lead to communication barriers and family 

misunderstandings. These dynamics can lead to feelings of alienation from the culture 

of origin and the dominant culture as second-generation individuals try to cope with 

conflicting familial and societal pressures. (Ullah, 2024) Gogol’s journey from 

rejecting to embracing his Bengali heritage illustrates the complex interplay between 

cultural assimilation and the preservation of ethnic identity. Through Gogol's story, 

Lahiri highlights the universal struggle of immigrants to balance their cultural 

heritage with their desire for acceptance in a new society, offering a nuanced 

exploration of identity in the modern world.  

The Impact of Bengali Heritage and Cultural Practices on the Characters 

Cultural identities interact as people who migrated come into contact with 

people of the majority culture and immigrants of similar and disparate cultures. 

(Bhugra & Becker, 2005) Likewise, Bengali heritage and cultural practices in their 

lives are cleverly presented through the Ganguli family. The novel explores how these 

cultural elements influence each character, highlighting the challenges and the 

enrichment that come from maintaining a connection to one's cultural roots in a 

foreign land. Ashoke and Ashima, as first-generation immigrants, place significant 

emphasis on preserving their Bengali heritage and cultural practices. They maintain 

their native language, celebrate traditional festivals, and adhere to Bengali customs, 

striving to create a semblance of their homeland in their American household. Ashima 

insists on cooking traditional Bengali dishes and wearing sarees, even as she 

navigates life in a new country. This dedication helps her maintain a sense of identity 

and continuity amid the unfamiliarity of American culture. For young immigrants 

who may feel trapped between two cultures, learning their mother language helps 

build a stronger cultural identity. It improves their communication with family 

members who speak little to no English. Understanding and embracing traditional 

culture makes the younger generation feel more grounded and confident about 

themselves. (Zhang, 2023) Similarly, this couple is committed to passing on their 

cultural values and traditions to their children, Gogol and Sonia. They encourage their 

children to learn Bengali, participate in cultural events, and understand the 

significance of their heritage. Ashima's efforts to teach her children about Bengali 

customs and the importance of family gatherings, such as the annaprasan (rice 

ceremony) for infants, underscore her desire to keep their cultural heritage alive.  

As the children of immigrant families grow up in this new world inside and 

outside the household, they are also faced with the challenge of trying to merge this 

dichotomy and shape their identities while defining their hyphenated social markers. 
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(Ashtari, 2023) Similarly, Gogol's relationship with his Bengali heritage is fraught 

with conflict. He often feels burdened by his cultural background, which he perceives 

as an obstacle to his assimilation into American society. This conflict is particularly 

evident in his struggle with his name, which symbolizes his dual identity. 

Unlike Gogol, Sonia appears to navigate her dual identities with greater ease. 

As a researcher, Jackson observes that many diasporic women do successfully re-

negotiate inherited cultural values; others cling to them defensively even while 

gender ideologies are changing within the homeland. Most often, their responses to 

conflicting gender ideologies are (understandably) inconsistent. (Jackson, 2015) 

While she embraces American culture, she also respects and adheres to her Bengali 

heritage, balancing both aspects of her identity. Sonia’s involvement in family rituals 

and her support for her mother after her father's death illustrate her acceptance of her 

cultural duties while living a largely Americanized life. Moushumi, Gogol's wife, 

embodies the complexities of cultural expectations versus personal aspirations. 

Raised in a Bengali family in America, she experiences the pressures of traditional 

cultural expectations while striving for personal independence and fulfillment. 

Despite the expectations to follow more traditional paths, Moushumi's decision to 

pursue an academic career in French literature highlights her struggle to balance her 

cultural heritage with her ambitions. Moushumi's marriage to Gogol initially seems 

to be an attempt to reconnect with her Bengali roots. However, the marriage 

ultimately reveals her deep-seated resentment and discomfort with the constraints of 

her cultural heritage. Moushumi’s affair and subsequent distancing from Gogol 

reflect her ongoing conflict with her Bengali identity and the societal expectations 

that come with it. 

Identities Intersecting and Influencing each other 

The novel profoundly presents the intersecting identities of ethnicity, 

nationality, and generational dynamics. It influences the characters' experiences, 

relationships, and sense of self. It is rightly said by Verkuyten et al. that living outside 

their countries of birth—or that of their parents or grandparents—makes the 

possibility of multiple identities salient to immigrants and their descendants, given 

that a plurality of immigrants prefer to maintain some attachment to their country of 

origin while acquiring a connection to their country of residence. (Verkuyten et al., 

2019) Likewise, the characters' identities in this novel are not isolated but intricately 

connected, shaping the characters' perspectives and behaviors in complex ways. 

Through various interactions and events, Lahiri portrays the intersections of these 

identities and their mutual influence on the characters' lives. Gogol's struggle with his 

Bengali ethnicity intersects with his American nationality, leading to a conflict 

between honoring his cultural heritage and assimilating into American society. His 

name, Gogol, symbolizes this intersection, representing his Bengali roots and 

American upbringing. The clash between these identities is evident in his discomfort 

with his name and his eventual name change to Nikhil, reflecting his desire for 

acceptance in American culture while navigating his ethnic identity. A scholar, 
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Riquet, opines that in The Namesake, the past, the present, and the future penetrate 

each other in the swerves and layers of diasporic temporality, just as different spaces 

inhabit each other, which is visualized by the placement of a globe (with India in the 

center) in front the American East Coast on a world map in Gogol's room. By the 

novel's end, Gogol embraces his name and the past it represents. (Riquet, 2023) 

Likewise, Gogol’s experience becomes our own experience as we should remember 

and honor those who have departed this world and left their indelible marks, signed 

their names, on our collective knowledge.  

The generational differences between Ashoke and Gogol highlight the 

intersection between generational dynamics and ethnic identity. Ashoke, as an 

immigrant parent, holds onto traditional Bengali customs and values. As Hirschman 

opines, in the first generation of immigrants who arrived as adults, linguistic, cultural, 

and social change processes were painful and usually incomplete. However, the 

second generation spoke fluent English and was eager to join the American 

mainstream. By all measures, including socio-economic status, residential mobility, 

and intermarriage, they left behind the ethnic world of their immigrant parents. 

(Hirschman, 2014) This is true in the case of Gogol, a second-generation immigrant 

who seeks to define his identity in a more Americanized context. As observed by 

Foner and Dreby, it is not surprising that intergenerational conflicts are likely to be 

particularly acute in groups where cultural patterns and practices differ most sharply 

from those of mainstream American culture. (Foner & Dreby, 2011) This intersection 

leads to conflicts and misunderstandings between father and son, such as Ashoke's 

disappointment with Gogol's rejection of his Bengali name and heritage. The tension 

between assimilation into American culture and preserving cultural traditions is a 

central theme that intersects with ethnicity and nationality. Ashima's efforts to 

maintain Bengali cultural practices within the American context, such as cooking 

traditional meals and observing rituals, demonstrate this intersection. However, her 

children's growing assimilation challenges these traditions, highlighting the 

generational shifts in cultural identity and the impact of assimilation on cultural 

preservation. 

Gogol's struggle with his Bengali ethnicity and American nationality serves 

as a focal point for understanding the intersection of these identities. His name, a 

symbol of his Bengali heritage, catalyzes his identity crisis, highlighting the tension 

between cultural belonging and assimilation into American culture. Through Gogol's 

journey, Lahiri depicts the complexities of navigating dual identities and the impact 

of societal expectations on individual identity formation. The intersecting identities 

in the novel weave together to create a nuanced portrayal of the immigrant experience 

and the complexities of cultural identity. The novel illustrates that identity is not static 

but dynamic, shaped by internal struggles, external pressures, and interpersonal 

relationships. The synthesis of findings provides a cohesive understanding of how 

ethnic, national, and generational identities intersect and influence each other, 

offering insights into the multifaceted nature of identity in a multicultural society. 
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Through the characters' journeys, Lahiri invites readers to contemplate the intricacies 

of identity formation, the challenges of belonging, and the richness of cultural 

diversity. 

Complexity of Identity 

The novel highlights the multifaceted nature of identity within diasporic 

communities. The characters' experiences reflect the complexities of navigating 

multiple identities, including ethnic, national, generational, and individual identities. 

According to Ullah, the formation of the identity of the second generation in the 

diaspora represents a complex and profound challenge characterized by the 

complicated interplay of various cultural influences. A major obstacle on this path is 

the inherent tension between the parents' homeland's cultural heritage and the host 

society's omnipresent influences. (Ullah, 2024) This complexity challenges simplistic 

notions of identity and underscores identity's fluidity and evolving nature in diasporic 

contexts. The novel also illustrates the concept of cultural hybridity, where 

individuals in diasporic communities negotiate and blend aspects of their heritage 

with the cultural norms of their adopted countries. The characters' experiences of 

adaptation, assimilation, and resistance contribute to a deeper understanding of 

cultural hybridity and the creative ways individuals maintain connections to their 

roots while engaging with new cultural landscapes. 

After conducting a case study on American Indian youth, Kulis et al. noticed 

that this youth's immersion in traditional spirituality and traditional cultural practices 

was closely associated with the development of Indigenous Solida ethnic identity. 

The students showed evidence of navigating regularly between cultural worlds but 

placed themselves closer to the American Indian way than the White way. (Kulis et 

al., 2013) The novel explores this fact through generational shifts within immigrant 

families and the interplay between parents and children in negotiating cultural 

identity. This dynamic sheds light on the complexities of intergenerational 

relationships, the transmission of cultural values, and the tensions that arise from 

differing perspectives on identity within diasporic communities. Analyzing 

intersecting identities also highlights the intersections of power, privilege, and 

identity. The characters' experiences of navigating societal expectations, stereotypes, 

and prejudices based on their identities offer insights into the power dynamics that 

shape diasporic communities and the challenges faced by individuals with 

marginalized identities. 

The novel touches upon themes of globalization and transnationalism, 

depicting the interconnectedness of cultures and how diasporic communities bridge 

geographic and cultural boundaries. Transnationalism, on its part, points to networks, 

individuals, groups, goods, commodities, and cultural circuits that transcend national 

borders. It unleashes and accounts for continuous and intense interactions between 

communal, social, global, local, national, and transnational levels. (Bokser Liwerant, 
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2021) The characters' transnational experiences, such as traveling between India and 

America, reflect diasporic life's complex connections and influences. The novel's 

nuanced portrayal of diasporic experiences fosters empathy and understanding among 

readers, encouraging engagement with diverse perspectives and fostering a deeper 

appreciation for the richness of diasporic literature. It underscores the importance of 

diverse literary representation and the power of storytelling in promoting cultural 

exchange and dialogue. 

Overall, the implications of the findings extend beyond the narrative of ‘The 

Namesake’ to contribute to a broader understanding of diasporic and immigrant 

literature. The novel offers valuable insights into the complexities of identity, 

belonging, and cultural adaptation in diasporic communities. This study of 

intersecting identities contributes significantly to the application of intersectionality 

theory in literary analysis by showcasing how multiple dimensions of identity 

intersect and influence each other within the narrative framework. Here are the key 

ways in which this study enhances the understanding of intersectionality theory in 

literary analysis:  

Complexity of Identity Intersections- By analyzing the intersections of 

ethnicity, nationality, generational dynamics, assimilation, and cultural traditions in 

"The Namesake," this study illuminates the complexity of identity intersections. It 

goes beyond simplistic categorizations to reveal how these identities interact and 

shape the characters' experiences and perspectives. This depth of analysis aligns with 

the central tenets of intersectionality theory, which emphasizes the 

interconnectedness and complexity of social identities. 

Intersectional Experiences of Immigrants-The study provides insights into 

the intersectional experiences of immigrant individuals and families, highlighting the 

unique challenges and opportunities that arise from navigating multiple dimensions 

of identity in diasporic contexts. It demonstrates how ethnicity, nationality, and 

generational dynamics intersect to shape identity formation, cultural adaptation, and 

interpersonal relationships within immigrant communities. 

Power Dynamics and Privilege- Through the lens of intersectionality 

theory, the study also explores power dynamics and privilege within the narrative of 

"The Namesake." It examines how intersecting identities intersect with societal 

structures and norms, shedding light on privilege, marginalization, and resistance 

issues. This analysis adds depth to understanding how identity intersections intersect 

with broader systems of power and oppression. 

Representation of Marginalized Voices—This study's application of 

intersectionality theory contributes to the representation of marginalized voices and 

experiences in literature. It emphasizes the importance of centering diverse narratives 
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and perspectives that reflect the complexity of lived experiences, challenging 

dominant narratives and stereotypes. This approach aligns with intersectionality 

theory's emphasis on amplifying marginalized voices and acknowledging the 

intersecting nature of privilege and oppression. 

Overall, this study contributes to the application of intersectionality theory in 

literary analysis by exploring how intersecting identities intersect and interact within 

a literary text. It deepens our understanding of identity, power dynamics, and 

representation in literature, highlighting the complexities of lived experiences and the 

importance of intersectional perspectives in literary scholarship. 

Conclusion 

This research article has examined the intricate intersections of identity in 

Jhumpa Lahiri's ‘The Namesake,’ focusing on the protagonist Gogol Ganguli's 

journey from Calcutta to Cambridge. Through a detailed literary analysis, the study 

has highlighted how Gogol's struggle with his name and cultural heritage 

encapsulates the broader immigrant experience of balancing dual identities. Initially, 

Gogol's rejection of his Bengali roots and adoption of the name Nikhil signify his 

desire to assimilate into American society, reflecting a common experience among 

second-generation immigrants. Analyzing intersecting identities offers a 

comprehensive understanding of identity formation, cultural dynamics, and power 

structures within diasporic communities. However, as the narrative progresses, 

Gogol's gradual reconnection with his heritage, especially following his father's 

death, underscores the persistent influence of cultural roots on one's identity. Lahiri's 

subtle portrayal of Gogol's transformation reveals the complexities of identity 

formation, where acceptance of cultural heritage becomes integral to self-discovery. 

The novel's thematic analysis, supported by insights from sociological and 

psychological theories, demonstrates how Gogol's experiences resonate with 

universal themes of cultural dislocation, familial expectations, and the search for self-

identity. By situating ‘The Namesake’ within the larger context of immigrant 

literature, this research underscores the novel's significance in offering profound 

insights into the immigrant experience.   

Ashtari, N. (2023, July 26). Immigration: Bringing Backgrounds to the  

Foreground [Languagemagazine.com]. Immigration: Bringing Backgrounds 

totheForeground  

Bhugra, D., & Becker, M. (2005). Migration, cultural bereavement, and  

cultural identity. World Psychiatry, 4(1), 18–24. 

Bokser Liwerant, J. (2021). Globalization, Diasporas, and Transnationalism:  

JewsintheAmericas.ContemporaryJewry,41(4),711–753.  

Foner, N., & Dreby, J. (2011). Relations Between the Generations in  



Impact Factor:7.539(SJIF)   SP Publications ;Vol-6, Issue-6(June), 2024 

International Journal Of English and Studies(IJOES) 
ISSN:2581-8333  An International Peer-Reviewed and Refereed Journal 
 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

65 

Immigrant Families. Annual Review of Sociology, 37(1), 545–564.  

Hirschman, C. (2014). Immigration to the United States: Recent Trends and  

Future Prospects. Malays J Econ Studies, 51(1), 69–85. 

Jackson, El. (2015). GenderedDiasporic Identities in    

Jhumpa Lahiri"s The Namesake and Monica Ali'sBrickLane. In Exploring 

Gender in the Literature of the Indian Diaspora (pp. 105–110). Cambridge 

Scholars Publishing. 

Král, F. (2013). Mis-naming and Mis-labelling in The Namesake by Jhumpa  

Lahiri.CommonwealthEssaysandStudies,36(1),93–101.  

Kulis, S., Wagaman, M. A., Tso, C., & Brown, E. F. (2013). Exploring  

Indigenous Identities of Urban American Indian Youth of the Southwest. 

JournalofAdolescentResearch,28(3),271–298.  

Lahiri, J. (2019). The Namesake: A Novel (Reprint). Mariner Books Classics. 

Michell, V. (2024, April). Intersectionality in Contemporary English  

Literature: A Deep Dive [Https://andreadschroder.com]. Intersectionality in 

ContemporaryEnglishLiterature:ADeepDive.  

Phinney, J. S., Horenczyk, G., Liebkind, K., & Vedder, P. (2001). Ethnic  

Identity, Immigration, and Well‐Being: An Interactional Perspective. Journal 

of Social Issues, 57(3), 493–510. https://doi.org/10.1111/0022-4537.00225 

Riquet, J. (2023). Dreams and nightmares of diasporic modernity: Reading,  

cinema and the railway in Mira Nair’s The Namesake. Screen, 64(3), 357–

363. 

Simms, L. (2018, Spring). Identity and Assimilation  

Spencer, M. B., & Markstrom-Adams, C. (1990). Identity Processes among  

Racial and Ethnic Minority Children in America. Child Development, 61(2), 

290. 

Ullah, A. K. M. A. (2024). Struggles for identity formation: Second- 

generation South Asian diaspora overseas. South Asian Diaspora, 1–16.  

Verkuyten, M., Wiley, S., Deaux, K., & Fleischmann, F. (2019). To Be Both  

(and More): Immigration and Identity Multiplicity. Journal of Social Issues, 

75(2), 390–413. 

Zhang, Z. (2023, March 15). Discussion with a first-generation immigrant:  

Preserving traditional culture. Discussion with a First-Generation 

Immigrant:preservingTraditional Culture.  

 

 


