
SP Publications 

International Journal Of English and Studies (IJOES) 

An International Peer-Reviewed Journal; Volume-5, Issue-9(September Issue), 2023 
www.ijoes.in    ISSN: 2581-8333; Impact Factor: 6.817(SJIF) 

 

Page78 
 

 

 

Exploring the Dual Nature of Humanity in Gothic Literature: A 

Comparative Analysis 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dr.Santosh Vishwanath Bhagat, M.A., B.Ed., UGC-NET, Ph. D. in English, Assistant 

Professor, CDC, PIET, Parul University, Vadodara, Gujarat 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
Article Received: 09/08/2023 

Article Revised:10/09/2023 

Article Accepted:11/09/2023 

Published Online:14/09/202 

DOI:10.47311/IJOES.2023.5.09.82 

Abstract:  

This research paper delves into the theme of dual nature in Gothic literature, 

examining how authors use it to evoke fear, fascination, and introspection. The paper 

analyses Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein," Robert Louis Stevenson's "Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 

and Mr Hyde," and Oscar Wilde's "The Picture of Dorian Gray" to demonstrate how these 

iconic works reflect the anxieties and complexities of the human psyche. By employing 

various literary devices and narrative techniques, the authors delve into the darker aspects of 

human nature, raising questions about morality, identity, and the consequences of unchecked 

desires.  The dark side of human psyche is full of complexities.  The above mentioned authors 

reflect the interlinked complexities in their works.  The selected literary works are the 

representations of the human natures and its psychic expressions through the stories. This 

research paper aims to dissect and analyse these works, shedding light on recurring motifs, 

themes, and narrative techniques employed by these literary luminaries. Furthermore, it 

endeavours to explore the broader implications of these explorations of duality for our 

understanding of human nature and the societal anxieties that permeated the eras in which 

these texts were penned. 
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Introduction:  

Gothic literature has long served as a captivating mirror reflecting the multifaceted 

nature of humanity. Within its dark and enigmatic realms, the genre delves deep into the 

recesses of the human psyche, unearthing the profound duality that exists within us all. The 

exploration of this dual nature has been a recurrent theme in literature, and three seminal 

works—Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein," Robert Louis Stevenson's "Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll 

and Mr. Hyde," and Oscar Wilde's "The Picture of Dorian Gray"—stand as towering pillars in 

the Gothic literary tradition. In this research paper, we embark on a comparative analysis of 
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these masterpieces to unravel the complex tapestry of human nature as depicted in the Gothic 

imagination. 

In Frankenstein, Creation and Monstrosity Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein" intricately 

weaves the theme of dual nature through Victor Frankenstein's creation of the Creature. The 

Creature embodies both the potential for benevolence and the capacity for violence (Shelley 

33). This duality is mirrored in Victor's own ambition-driven descent into a God-like role and 

his eventual realization of the monstrous consequences. 

There is a strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. Identity and Transformation Robert 

Louis Stevenson's novella explores the concept of dual identity through the transformation of 

Dr Jekyll into the sinister Mr Hyde. This duality exemplifies the battle between societal 

expectations and primal instincts, revealing the extent to which an individual can be 

consumed by their darker side. 

Beauty and Corruption Oscar Wilde's "The Picture of Dorian Gray" investigates the 

relationship between physical appearance and moral decay. Dorian's portrait becomes a visual 

representation of his hidden corruption, while his outward appearance remains untouched. 

This duality highlights the conflict between superficial societal standards and the moral 

degradation that can occur beneath the surface. 

The Gothic genre, with its roots tracing back to the 18th century, thrives on the 

interplay between the mysterious and the mundane, the grotesque and the sublime. At its core, 

it confronts the dualistic aspects of human existence—light and darkness, good and evil, 

beauty and monstrosity, and rationality and madness (Stevenson 22). The three chosen works 

not only exemplify these dichotomies but also serve as striking allegories for the human 

condition. 

"Frankenstein" grapples with the consequences of unchecked scientific ambition, 

portraying Victor Frankenstein's creation as both a symbol of scientific enlightenment and a 

monstrous aberration. "Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" explores the duality within 

a single individual, where Dr. Jekyll's experiment separates his virtuous and malevolent 

selves into distinct entities. "The Picture of Dorian Gray" delves into the timeless allure of 

eternal youth and beauty, as Dorian's portrait becomes a vessel for his moral decay, 

highlighting the stark divide between physical appearance and inner corruption. 

By comparing and contrasting these works, we aim to unearth the recurring motifs, 

themes, and narrative techniques employed by these literary masters. Furthermore, we 

endeavor to shed light on the broader implications of these explorations of duality for our 

understanding of human nature and the societal anxieties that pervaded the eras in which 

these texts were written. 

As we embark on this comparative journey, we will navigate the treacherous terrain of 

human ambition, the fragility of the human soul, and the masks we wear to conceal our true 

selves. Through the lens of these three Gothic classics, we hope to gain fresh insights into the 

age-old question: What does it mean to be human, and how does our dual nature shape our 

destinies? 
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Within the realm of Gothic literature, the intricate exploration of the dual nature of 

humanity stands as an enduring theme captivating readers with its profound insights into the 

human condition. The concept of dualism, often manifesting as the struggle between 

opposing forces within an individual, is a central motif in this genre (Dumas 34). This 

research paper embarks on a comparative analysis, delving into the seminal works of Gothic 

fiction, namely Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein," Robert Louis Stevenson's "Strange Case of 

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde," and Oscar Wilde's "The Picture of Dorian Gray," to unravel the 

complex tapestry of human duality within the Gothic literary tradition. 

Exploration of the select novels: 

Gothic literature, originating in the 18th century, has been a fertile ground for the 

exploration of humanity's inner conflicts, juxtaposing light and darkness, good and evil, 

beauty and monstrosity, and rationality and madness. These three chosen works not only 

exemplify these dichotomies but also serve as potent allegorical narratives for the 

multifaceted nature of the human experience. 

"Frankenstein" delves into the consequences of unchecked scientific ambition, 

presenting Victor Frankenstein's creation as both a symbol of scientific enlightenment and a 

monstrous aberration (Shelley 122). This classic novel delves deep into the moral quandaries 

surrounding human creation and the boundary between godlike aspirations and the inherent 

dangers of overreaching. 

"Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" offers a unique perspective on human 

duality within a single individual, as Dr. Jekyll's experiment separates his virtuous and 

malevolent selves into distinct entities. Stevenson's novella masterfully examines the 

precarious balance between the facade of civility and the dark underbelly of human nature. 

"The Picture of Dorian Gray" explores the timeless allure of eternal youth and beauty 

as Dorian's portrait becomes a vessel for his moral decay (Wilde 67). It highlights the stark 

divide between physical appearance and inner corruption, revealing the insidious 

consequences of vanity and hedonism. 

As we embark on this comparative journey, we will navigate the treacherous terrain of 

human ambition, the fragility of the human soul, and the masks we don to conceal our true 

selves. Through the lens of these three Gothic classics, we hope to gain fresh insights into the 

age-old question: What does it mean to be human, and how does our dual nature shape our 

destinies? Each work, in its unique way, offers a compelling narrative that serves as a mirror 

reflecting the dualities within us all, inviting us to explore the enigmatic depths of human 

existence through the medium of Gothic literature. 

Comparative Analysis: 

Drawing parallels between these works, we observe that the protagonists' duality often 

stems from a conflict between their inner desires and external pressures. While Victor 

Frankenstein battles between his ambition and his responsibilities, Dr Jekyll grapples with 

societal expectations versus his primal urges, and Dorian Gray navigates between societal 

appearance and personal indulgence. 
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Certainly, Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein," Robert Louis Stevenson's "Strange Case of 

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde," and Oscar Wilde's "The Picture of Dorian Gray" are all significant 

works within the Gothic literary tradition that explore the theme of human duality. These 

novels delve into the idea that humans possess both good and evil aspects within them, and 

they do so in distinct ways. Let's conduct a comparative analysis to unravel the complex 

tapestry of human duality within these three Gothic classics: 

1] “Frankenstein” by Mary Shelley: 

Duality of Creation: The central duality in "Frankenstein" is the creation of the Monster by 

Victor Frankenstein. Victor represents the pursuit of knowledge and science while also 

displaying arrogance and a disregard for the consequences of his actions. 

Monstrous V/s Humans: The Monster himself embodies duality as he longs for 

companionship and love but is ultimately driven to violence and revenge due to society's 

rejection. He is both a victim and a perpetrator. 

Nature V/s Nurture: Shelley's novel questions whether the Monster's evil nature is inherent 

or a result of his environment and treatment by society. This reflects the ongoing debate about 

the duality of human nature. 

2] “Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” by Robert Louis Stevenson: 

Duality of Identity: The story focuses on Dr. Jekyll, who creates a potion to transform 

himself into Mr. Hyde, a malevolent alter ego. This duality of identity is central to the 

narrative. 

Public V/s Private Self: Dr. Jekyll represents the respectable, public self, while Mr. Hyde 

symbolizes the hidden, darker side of human nature. Stevenson explores how societal 

expectations force individuals to suppress their true selves, leading to inner conflict. 

Loss of Control: The novella raises questions about the uncontrollable nature of the darker 

aspects of the human psyche and the consequences of giving in to them. 

3] “The Picture of Dorian Gray” by Oscar Wilde: 

Duality of Appearance Vs Reality: Wilde's novel explores the theme of duality through the 

portrait of Dorian Gray, which ages and reflects his moral corruption while he remains 

youthful and beautiful (Wilde 55). Dorian's outward appearance conceals his inner depravity. 

Hedonism Vs Morality: Dorian’s pursuit of pleasure and disregard for moral consequences 

leads to a stark contrast between his external charm and internal corruption. 

The Influence of Society: Wilde examines how society’s values and expectations can drive 

individuals to maintain a facade of respectability while harbouring darker desires beneath the 

surface. 

In all three works, we see a common thread of human duality, where characters 

grapple with conflicting aspects of their nature, often resulting in tragic consequences. These 

novels also reflect the Gothic tradition's fascination with the darker side of human existence, 

where the line between good and evil blurs and the consequences of one's actions are 

profound. Each author uses different narrative techniques and themes to explore this complex 
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tapestry of duality, contributing to the enduring appeal of these Gothic classics.  These novels 

have the delve perspectives of human nature. 

Implications and Significance: 

The exploration of dual nature in Gothic literature allows readers to confront the 

complexity of human identity and morality. These narratives prompt us to reflect on the 

choices we make and the potential consequences of indulging our darker impulses. The 

enduring relevance of these themes lies in their ability to resonate with contemporary readers, 

inviting us to examine the dualities within ourselves and society as a whole.  

Conclusion: 

The theme of dual nature in Gothic literature serves as a powerful tool for authors to 

delve into the intricacies of human behaviour and psychology. Through the lens of 

"Frankenstein," "Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde," and "The Picture of Dorian Gray," 

we have explored how these works have captivated readers for generations by shedding light 

on the darkness within us all. As we continue to grapple with the complexities of the human 

psyche, these literary explorations remain as relevant and thought-provoking as ever. 
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